
Guidance and Counseling Plan 
Lafayette School Corporation 

High Ability Program 
 

 Counseling and guidance services for students identified as high ability are provided by 
counselors in the elementary, intermediate, junior high, and high school buildings.  Teachers also 
use techniques to help meet the social and emotional needs of the high ability students in their 
classrooms.  The high school has a counselor designated as the “High Ability” counselor and the 
high school Director of Guidance is also the high ability building coordinator who works to 
ensure that the goals of the counseling program are met. 
 The goal of the guidance and counseling plan is to meet the corporation-wide learner 
goals: 

• High ability students will have multiple opportunities upon graduation 
• High ability students will accept their own uniqueness and will develop positive 

self-concepts as they creatively pursue their individual interests and needs. 
• High ability students will accept divergent views and respect each individual’s 

uniqueness as they cooperatively and responsibly interact with society. 
 
Objectives for the guidance and counseling component of the High Ability Program were 

developed by a committee of teachers, counselors, the Director of Curriculum and the former 
assistant superintendent and assistant superintendent.  The objectives are: 

  
 Social Awareness: 

1. High ability students will learn skills related to social adaptation, cooperation, 
and competition. 

2. High ability students will develop appreciation for the similarities and 
differences between themselves and others. 

3. High ability students will become aware of their strengths and weaknesses and 
appraise themselves appropriately. 

4. High ability students will objectively assess the behavior of themselves and 
others, set reasonable expectations, accept praise, and recognize acceptable 
levels of performance in different contexts. 

 
Skill Development: 
1. High ability students will develop study skills needed to cope with academic 

challenges and carrying expectations to completion. 
2. High ability students will learn and apply decision making skills to areas of 

interest and need. 
3. High ability students will demonstrate their abilities in educational testing 

situations by applying test taking skills. 
 

 
 



 
Career and Life Planning: 
1. High ability students will assess their personal strengths and weaknesses in 

various aptitude areas and make appropriate choices for continuing education 
and career. 

2. High ability students will explore career implications through independent 
study and firsthand experience. 

3. High ability students will gain focus and direction from real life role models. 
 

In order to meet these goals and objectives, teachers and counselors will use activities 
from the corporation developed activity notebook, “Special Handling Children with 
Care.”  Also, such techniques as group and individual counseling, bibliotherapy, and 
teaching stress management skills will be used.  A teacher-parent library on the social-
emotional needs of high ability learners is available in the coordinator’s office at Hiatt 
Administration Center. 


